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State of Drinking
< The Post-Crescent has been
= closely examining the state's
.- _'.I relationship with alcohol and

== its associated problems, in-
> Ol cluding drunken driving, since
2008 when the newspaper
and its sister sites in Gannett
Wisconsin Media published a
special series of stories on
alcohol culture the topic. The reports, along
with some by other state and
jational news organizations, provided a catalyst
Or changes to Wisconsin's OWI law that were
pproved in December and take effect this week.
postcrescent.com/stateofdrinking.

UNDAY’S STORY: Police and experts aren't
onvinced new law is a cure-all for Wisconsin’s
roblem with drunken driving.

By Michael King
Post-Crescent staff writer

APPLETON - John Schaus knew it was
wrong to drink and drive. But he did it any-
way.

At least eight times.

“This is how bad I was,” he said. “I was on
bail for my seventh (drunken-driving arrest)
when I got picked up for my eighth.”

He paid a steep price for his abysmal
record. For nearly seven years, Schaus called
a jail or prison cell his home because he re-
fused to stop endangering the public by driv-
ing drunk. -

Now, just over a year after being released
from prison, Schaus, 47, is trying to make
amends. He'’s telling his story in hopes of en-
couraging others in similar situations that it’s
not too late to turn their lives around.

A major turning point in his battle with
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OHN SCHAUS SITS IN HIS ONE-ROOM APARTMENT Friday in Appleton. Schaus spent 6% years in prison for his seventh and eighth drunken-
griving offenses.

Fight-time convicted drunken driver making amends

the bottle came at his July 2, 2003, sentenc-
ing in front of former Outagamie County
Judge James Bayorgeon.

“He said I'm no better than somebody
firing a gun down College Avenue at high
noon,” Schaus said. “I remembered saying to
myself, ‘Well, he’s got a point.™

Schaus, who bounced around and worked
multiple jobs over the years, including a com-
guter technician job where he made about

45,000 a year, now works for decidedly less
as a cashier at a Goodwill store in Darboy.

Still, he’s happy for his new lease on life
and believes he has found a home with
Goodwill, the Menasha-based nonprofit that
helps disadvantaged people get the needed
education, training or job experience to over-
come employment challenges.
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DRUNKEN DRIVING: ‘Prison was the best thing that ever happened to me

friends in Boston and Seattle  body needed to be put away,
for a time before returning to Ilwasnwln&edcdmgnm

LOCAL & STATE

work, home and bars. I often
told myself T want to live
somewhere where, out of
boredom, they did some-
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truck. No one was injured.
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times,” he said.

Schaus said he never had
a valid driver’s icense after
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love with his “I never went the
they got married. (court-ordered) alcohol as-
to Oshkosh in 1988  sessment 50 I did not have
andhelandadnjuhwﬁa nay driver’s license due to
radio station, noncompliance,” he said, “I
That's when his drinking ~ thought, ‘Tm a good driver.
accelerated. I'm never going to get
‘Iwuddgomwork[asn And, 5o what if I
am&-ﬂaﬂd do? I was in denial of every-
brmlh.lmdad le-mng That destructive attitude
bc&n:etheyﬁredmg._ he ‘was not seri addressed
until nearly a decade later.
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drinking. My drinking would would drink to excess.
get in the way of my job.” wouldn't drink every day,
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first simption, he woke up in the
came on Feb. 6, 19 But morning with the shakes,
Schans said he has a few his next drink. If he
maore convictions that aren’t  ran out of alcohol, he be-
listed becanse records didnt  came
carry over for years While the couple never
Hesmdhlsﬁrs:dmnhm- had chi the i
1987 during muwsh:':n. mﬁﬂ%%gﬁﬁh
a
when he crossed the center-
line and collided with a In 2001, he stayed with
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Ammgﬂ'ue that
helphmmmmm sobri-
ety is a coin given to him by
a friend he met at Alcoholic
Anonymous. On one side it
2ays, “Think before you
drink” and “The time to call
your is before, not
e o oy
character, tolerance, easy
doeg it."

Schaus always carries the
coin in his pocket.
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“That stuck in my head. I
remember his tong of voice,”
Schaus said. “He was right. 1
needed to be put away.
Prison was the best thing
that ever happened to me.”
Turning things around

Schaus was saddened to
leamn just a few months info
his prison term that his fa-
ﬂlerhad died suddeny.
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he said. “That's a conse-
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take me a while but they

get every penny of it. That's
being

limited. He leads a low-key,
Tifie.

“T'm either at home (in a
downtown Appleton apart-
ment), on the bus, at work,
Harmony Cafe, a (AA)
meeting or the Ebrary,™
Schans said.

He is not sure if he will
ever get a driver’s license ar

s lifestyle.

“I work at Goodwill be-
cause you get to help people.
(And) they helped me,”
Schaus said.

“Now hopefully T can
help somebody else by work-
ing there. [ also hope that

that drinking and driving is
horrible. I never got that
message until it was too late.
Sixand-whalf years of my life
ml%mm?;!m'w
SO1L people can learn
that lesson before going to
prison.”
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