
Kelley McDonald, the LSS       

facilitator, and the group          

completed an asset map of the   

resources that were brought to    

the table and began looking at        

connections that could boost     

support for Circle’s reentry efforts. 

The map will be distributed to all 

attendees and others identified at 

the meeting.  A core group will be 

developed to continue to look at 

creating and strengthening all   

reentry connections in Fond du Lac 

to provide the most effective     

services to ex-offenders. 

On May 4, Circles of Support and 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) co

-hosted a community organizing 

meeting in Fond du Lac.  Key 

players from faith communities, 

the Department of Corrections, 

United Way, Fond du Lac County 

Sheriff’s Department, and       

interested community members 

came together to discuss how the 

Fond du Lac community can rally 

around the reentry efforts of    

Circles of Support. 

Several attendees shared their 

own efforts through churches to 

connect with ex-offenders and 

assist their transition, and offered 

congregation members as a       

volunteer resource. 

Other expressed excitement about 

Circles and offered assistance and 

connections to other potential   

volunteers, other leaders not in 

attendance, employment services, 

and other community resources, 

and to referrals. 

In a roundtable discussion, it was 

noted that men and women       

returning to the community from 

incarceration often lacked the   

intensive support needed to       

succeed.  One attendee shared his 

own story of struggling to reenter 

the community with little support.   

Opening Doors Program sees success for Circles participants…by Chuck 

Gintz, Department of Workforce Development, Opening Doors facilitator 
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Caption 

―Doug‖ was released from prison in fall 2009 after serving 10 years. He was referred to Opening Doors through the 

Circles of Support program.  Doug has strong truck driving, material handling and production operations skills. His 

Commercial Driver's License was still valid after he was released, and he was very focused on finding a job in his 

field. We set up an account at the Job Center of Wisconsin and created a résumé on the Web site. We also spent some 

time discussing and practicing how to answer questions. When Doug applied for positions, he created cover letters 

explaining how his qualifications matched the employer's requirements. Because there was a large gap in his          

employment history, we used a functional résumé that emphasized the strong skill sets Doug brings to the table. 

―Doug‖ landed a driver position "on call" with Straight Shot Express. Because of travel restrictions under his rules of 

supervision, he cannot make over-the-road runs where he is out of state or driving overnight. 

Based on my experience in working with referrals from Circles of Support, ―Doug‖ had the number one ingredient to 

land a job: he was both persistent and consistent in his job search. Because he is so highly motivated, his employer has 

been providing him with close to full-time work. 



Circles participant grateful for second 
chanceé 

ñI now pay 

taxes, shop 

and am a 

productive 

member of 

the 

community.ó 
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This letter was written by a Circles of Support participant 

to the editor of the Appleton Post-Crescent regarding  

Goodwill’s Sack It donation drive... 

                                                                                                       

To the Post-Crescent, 

This Saturday is the Post-Crescent and Goodwill’s Sack-it       

campaign, where folks of the Fox Cities will be asked to donate 

items to Goodwill for curb side pick up. I just wanted to let folks 

know just how much good your items do for North Central      

Wisconsin. I was in prison for 6 ½ years for drunk driving, upon 

my release if was told about Goodwill’s Community Circles of 

Support Program where people that are just coming out of prison 

can talk with others that have gotten out and a group of wonderful 

volunteers to help people transition back in to the community. 

One part of the program is an 8 week program at one of         

Goodwill’s many stores and training centers. I was given 8 weeks 

at the Darboy store; the 8 weeks gives you some experience in 

real world work and some money. I was asked after my 8 weeks 

to stay on as a seasonal employee and then after the seasonal 

ended I was asked to stay on as a permanent Goodwill employee. 

Instead of being a burden on society, I now pay taxes, shop and 

am a productive member of the community.   There is also no 

finer place to work than Goodwill. I now am able to help people 

just like I was and I probably will never leave Goodwill. 

  

Know that the items that you donate and every time that you shop 

in one of our stores, you are helping people become productive 

and independent and a part of the community. Goodwill does 

many things for the people of North Central Wisconsin; the 

money from the sale of items stays right here, helping your friends 

and neighbors. I for one am extremely grateful to you the donors 

and the shoppers for making such a difference in my life that I can 

not Thank You enough or even put into words. So this Saturday or 

anytime rest assured that each item that you donate will help many 

people that you may never meet, but we are all Very Grateful!    

  

—John Schaus 

 

70% of Circles 

participants 

continued to 

be employed 

6 months 

after 

beginning 

participation 

with Circles. 

(2009 CCOS) 



 

¶ Circles of Support was represented at the 2010 Workforce Pipeline Summit in which the 

Wisconsin Department of Corrections and Department of Workforce Development, along 

with Workforce Development Boards came together to create regional work groups to 

streamline the employment readiness process for ex-offenders.  Danel Burchby, Circles  

Program Coordinator, sat on a panel of best practice collaboration 

groups for its affiliation with the Brown County Corrections           

Relations Board. 

¶ Circles of Support participated in the Human Race in Appleton and 

Oshkosh in May and plans to participate in the Human Race in Fond 

du Lac in June.  This local fundraiser, sponsored by the volunteer 

centers, helps us meet our operating costs. A total of $1,611 was 

raised. 

¶ Circles of Support is proud to be a part of Leadership Oshkosh’s 

Health and Human Service Day, a program of the Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce.  Circles 

will present to the community’s leaders who have a commitment to the future success of 

Oshkosh. 

¶ Fond du Lac County jail—holiday cards and men’s     

briefs 

¶ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church – numerous quilts 

¶ Anonymous—journals 

¶ Liz Nevitt—telephone calling cards 

¶ Carol Morack - scarves, hats, Christmas ornaments 

Circle Happenings... 

Gifts Received... 

Volunteer Spotlight...  
and help individuals 

trying to get back on 

their feet.  It has also 

been an educational 

experience, and has 

allowed me to meet a 

lot of great people." 

states Nick. 

Nick has a background 

in criminal justice and 

brings insight, humor,  

and empathy to the 

Circles meetings.   

He has a genuineness 

that never fails to    

connect to others.    

His co-volunteers think 

―he is awesome!‖ 

Thank you, Nick, for 

giving your time to help 

Circles be the best it 

can be. 

The Circles volunteer 

spotlight for this edition 

falls on Nick Uebelher.   

Nick is a volunteer in the 

Green Bay Circle who 

has worked hard to give 

high-risk offenders the 

best chance of success. 

"Circles has been a great 

opportunity for me.  It 

has allowed me to give 

back to the community  

ñState spending from 

general funds on 

Corrections increased from 

$10.6 billion in 1987 to 

more than $44 billion        

in 2007, a 127% increase    

in inflation-adjusted dollars. 

In the same period, adjusted 

spending on higher 

education increased only 

21%  

(Pew Center on the States) 
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Gifts Needed... 
¶ Stamps 

¶ Bus Passes 

¶ Bicycles 

¶ Hygiene products 

¶ Bike locks 

http://www.1-800-volunteer.org/1800Vol/VCofECW/VCContentAction.do;JSESSIONID=40ec3642ce5559bcafed1ff4da089bd8d18c12d4a9a?aNewsId=673666
http://www.oshkoshchamber.com/leadership_oshkosh


 

What We Doé 

Community Circles of Support  is a reentry support         
program.  Trained volunteers meet with releasing offenders 
in a group or ñCircleò format to specifically   address      
transitional issues for men and women returning to our 
communities from incarceration.  

Circles offers three main services: pro-social support, 
breaking down barriers, and concrete resources linkage. 

How to Be a Volunteeré 

Volunteers are what make Circles an effective, meaningful 
program.  Adult volunteers are sought to meet in a group 
setting with ex-offenders to provide    support and           
encouragement for good choices and assist in raising      
participantsô accountability.  Time commitment is once or 
twice per week.  Training is provided.  To apply, call Danel 
Burchby at 920-968-6832 or 1-877-490-3120, or e-mail  
dburchby_gw@gwicc.org, or visit our Web site. 

How to Refer a Participanté 

All Circle communities are currently accepting participant 
referrals.  Recently released men and women may be       
referred by their agents, community organizations or      
self-refer.  Participants must attend Circles voluntarily, 
take accountability for their crimes and be open to        
feedback on various life issues.  To refer, please call Danel 
Burchby at 920-968-6832 or 1-877-490-3120, or e-mail 
dburchby_gw@gwicc.org, or visit our Web site. 

 

SERVING FOND DU LAC, THE FOX VALLEY, GREEN BAY,  
OSHKOSH & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 
 
A PROGRAM OF GOODWILL NCW 

òPeople helping people transition from incarceration to the communityó 

Danel Burchby 
Program Coordinator 
1800 Appleton Rd. 
Menasha, WI 54952 

Phone: 920-968-6832 
Toll-Free: 1-877-490-3120 
E-mail: dburchby_gw@gwicc.org 

www.circles-of-
support.org  

Circles projected 2010 numbers… 
 

Number of Circles Volunteers   Number of Volunteer Service Hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Circle Participants   Number of Circle Meetings 

Join ñCommunity Circles 
of Supportò on facebook 
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